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WHEREAS, among the responsibilities of the City is the need to provide for and 
enforce ordinances protecting and insuring the general health, safety, and welfare of 
the City, and its environmental resources, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Washington State Growth Management Act mandates the City of 
Ritzville to designate, classify and protect critical areas using best available science; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the schedule established by the Growth Management Act in RCW 
36.70A.130(4) mandates that the City of Ritzville create or review and, if necessary, 
revise its critical areas goals, policies and regulations to ensure compliance with the 
Growth Management Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, a full SEPA review was conducted in June, 2007, and revised on , 
following duly advertised public meetings/hearings held by the Ritzville Planning 
Commission on July 11, 2007; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 36.70A.172 and Chapter 365-195 Part 9 WAC, the 
City of Ritzville has prepared a Best Available Science Review to ensure that the best 
available scientific information has been used to review its specific policies and 
development regulations adopted to protect the functions and values of critical areas; 
and  
  
WHEREAS, all persons desiring to comment on the proposal were given a full and 
complete opportunity to be heard; and 
 
WHEREAS, comments from the 60-day agency review conducted along with an 
appropriate SEPA review were reviewed and considered; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ritzville City Council conducted a duly advertised public hearing, 
December 4, 2007 to review the Planning Commission recommendation and take 
public testimony, and, 
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WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the addition of definitions and clarifications is 
necessary to complete the ordinance, now, therefore,	
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